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| RSING A KITCHEN FORTHE HOLIDAYS
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Ridgefield

{ife. Home. Siyle. ivsthat
time of year when you starl to
+hink how you can make your
kitchen look better for holiday
enterlaining. Celebrated

designer Slephen Saint-Onge

walks us through his latest
makeover. Sce page 46 for
tips and ideas.

L amavmdE \unvimber Ixuvember MU

CONTENTS NOVENBER /

DECEMBER 2013

features

219,
Katie Brown
The hunely poputar host of the
Xane Broem Home Warkshopan
PRS welcomes usinto hoy hoemne a5
shi prepares and decaates fora
Thanksyving feasl.

By Jeunicen MooRE STAMLKRANTZ

23

Ten Minutes With

Jane Stern and hustiand
Michael published Road [ 0od

25 veurs ago. The perennial

heslseler has halped prope reqional

Armerican food into Lhe culturd
corsciousness. Having reces ithy

movad to Rdgefield, Stern
talks Sbuut being en the road

and home in town.

By Ryan D'AgosTiNG

24

Nightmare Volunteer
A plane rrashis whal first nrouynt
Dick Aarans and his wife Due
1o Ridgeficklinthe 1970s
Dresipine: Lhe reath and rlustna.non
al (e fiury crash, \bé coupie
ewventualy moved here and have
hecorme ey volrleers inthe town's
cMen gy OpErations.

By WitLiam Garvey
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Katie Brown texted “Look for the big red
chicken,” when sending directions to the
19th-century Colonial she shares with
her family. Whilg traveling along a coun-
try lane, I easily] spotted the scarlet sign
marking the entrance to her long drive-
way and wound|my way to the front of
the house. As The Jetsons’ theme song
chimed from the|doorbell speaker, the do-
mestic goddess herself answered the door.

By JEnNNIFeEr MOORE STAHLKRANTZ PHoToGrRAPHS BY Rana Favure




LOCAL COLOR Katse found the vintage
dishes (left) at the White Elephant tag
sale in Ridgefiald and the gourds at
Young's. She made the T-H-A-N-K-§
vases by filing mason jars with stones
and branches from the propérty and
topping them with spray-painted,
wooden letters from the naw Michael's
store in Wilton, Daughter Meradith
loved the pinecons Luriays faaturing
crayons for festhers.

Three years ago, Brown, host of PBSS Katie Brown Workshop, was living with her family in
Canroll Gardens, Brooklyn, and taping her arr-ofliving show in nearby Red Hook. Her hushand,
William Corbin, meanwhile, was cogunuting o Noowalk. “llis commure was pretty brutal. He
left before cur daughrers woke up and gor home after they'd gone o bed. We all missed him ter-
ribly she syys. "Since 1 cm work (om anywhere, 1 blithely said, Tets move w the suburks.™

“To be honest, 1 was a litdke nervous ghour moving to Commecticut,” Beown continues. “] worried rhat
evervrhing would be beige — the howses, fhe people, the way of lde—after all, I'd been living in New Yok
and LA for 20 veurs.” Browns scarch infGreenwich, New Canaem, and Silvermine [xibed o produce her
dream homestead where she could raise her family sad hlm her show, 1 was looking for 2 wreck because [
ionde bringing houses hack to life”
ventually, u [riend suppested Ridgefield, and Brown: discovered
thir Connecricur wasn't so beige after all, In fact, one of che fist
thifs she realized that she liked abour Ridgefield was the mutural
Ieduty. "As | was driving around looking foc a howse, 1 became
ohpessed with the store walls, It was literally the grounding that
mufde me stop and say, “‘mayhe rhis is going to be okay.™
When Brown found hua quitky antique house, she fell in love.
“Ihoenes were so gracious in the way they were Bad our years ago.
THis house kind of unfolds as it nonbles, An added advanrtage was




WELCOME HOME Katie
created the pine-cone
swag and thrae-liered
welcome basket from
—matarials found on tha
property and in local
shops. Prentlss and
Mearedith grael guesls.
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TABLE TOP Katichasal least

&5 sets of china that she has
collected for work and home. Her@
sha placed dishes designed by friend
and colleague Colin Cowie, oniop
of homemade placemats she madea
from watcr color paper- The place-
cards are tagged purlap bags with
pen and ink for parsonafizing the
muts with gratitude lists.

that without a ot ol serctoral changes, | coulfl ceally pul my stamup on ir.” At lightning, speed, she installed
o hrand-new kitchen, updared the bathrooms, wnd applied her signature cclectic suyle o the decor. “Somae
of 1y previous homes hisd moee newtral palefres, ut o avoid being Loe beige, | infised a kot uf color ngo
this hinsse,” explains the author of five bhest-gelling books on the domestic as

L yent o subuthan life was a little rocky- When she and

Not unlike her landsape, Browmns o)
William moved wo Rideefield with daushichs Prontiss od Meredith, she wis disappointed that no one
sroppedd by with 2 cherry pie 10 welcome 1he {amily to town. Not raissing  beat, the Michigan native

realized the Connecticut Vankees might appreciale some midwestern hospirality {hemselves, and she
threw her own nWelcome ro the Neighbodpood” parry.

Afrer three vears, the Brown-£ Jorhin fnily is fully entrenched in
Ridgeficld life. Prentiss annd Meredith are Happily enrolled in the local
schools; Corbin has dream conunute; an the neighbors just threw a
50th hirthday parcy tor Brown

Back ar the homeste:ad, phase two of e 1enovarion is underway.
Architect Juln Lhowns 15 Jesigning sn onsite snixdio fur shooling the
fomth scason of the Katie Brown Workshops aud the house bas been

apesiedd up for Thanksgiving by Brown 9 1d her design assistantis, Lz




THANK YOU Daughter Prentiss Carboni and|Liz Ciavarelli. Brown’s motto is “Keep It Simple,” 3o she and the Lizes

starls a gratilude garland, to which 4 forirn 4 $ o rai ~ . :
calathios sl B s Vabve atidcd gathered maferials from a'lvund the property and local rerailess ro create the charm |
Boks. "1 just feel 5o lucky every dey, ingly-down-th-earth holiday decorations,
and Thanksgiving is i graet time to Inside, n whde gallery leads 1o the living room where Katie discovered an intricately
talk to the kids about what we're carved numtdl under a century of brown paint. She and Ciavarelit glammed up some
gratefid for,” says Brown, nuzzling . $ 1% P :

3y Labradoodie, Noat § ¢ YAl ay the arrangexd thes the
the ) : rocks and pinpcones froe the yard by spray painting them gold and arranged them on

mamtel alongwith evergreen boughs and pounds from Young’s of Ridgeheld. A grativade
marland, drappd among the glitter and greenery, has boen growing in the days keading up
to Thanksgiving, wirth family and guests each adding a link festuring a hassd-written mes-
sage of trankd. Up : few steps, the dining roou 35 ready foe guesss to amrive. The table, set
for eight, feagures vinrage metal mays filled with Livers of hay, golden rocks, berries, and
dried cum cofs. °T wass poing to build i rock wall on the table as the centerpiece, but my
family would have laughed at me,” Beown says with her characteristic enthusiasm. “Bus, [
really think rthe local rocks are Ridgefiekis gold, so [ used then as inspirstion sl mixed
tn other sesdnal clements.”

Mourh-wafering aromas draw us o the spacions ear-in-kirchen where the fust & )
being preparhd. During Deown's carering days, her communal table dinners in Las /
Angeles werd lependary, drawing codebrity guests and creating 3 bus: in national maga-
zines. Everndally, shic was offered syndicated shwws on Lifetune Television and then
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The Waterview, 215 Roosevelt Drive, Monroe, CT

| WMo we are: The Cancer Support Community of Southern Connecticy

CANCER SUP
COMMUNITY.

POTTHIEX CONMECTNTT

The Second Annual Gale of the

Thursday, November 7, 2013

Featured Entertainment

ARTPROV

together live comedy and love art.

of comics will create improvised sce
basad on a featured artist's work, T
twrn, create an exciting new painting
comics” scenes.

Expect to lough out loud!

Gillian Neff
Emcee

News 12 Connecticut anchor
and “12 on Health" reporter

Thomas Lynch, MD
Presentation

A Celebnation ot c&te ard Fope
.. with a splash ohl axtand a haﬂ‘ﬁy dode o‘- comedy

Cancer Support Camynunity of Southern Conrecticut

Froceeds from the gl will Be used ta open oo firet faciity ol
Fatfiodr Norw Haven Middlesex 2nd Now London Counicl

hving

D468

ArtProvis 2 uniquely entertaining shpw that brings
ArtProv cast

and mwsicals

artist will, in
ased on the

Director of Yale Cancer Center and p«?;s.mw-m-cmef_
ven

Smilow Carvcer Hospital at Yale-New

Musical Performances
Garnet Trio, Musical Performance

The Garnet Trio has performed throughous §onnecticut and

captures audionces with Its erergy and passidn

Michael Mugrage

Michael has perfarmed with Orleans, Jarmes Brown, Felix Cavaliers,
Rornie Spector, Bruce Harnsby, and other ndted artists

k = an affliate of the

Cancer Support Comenunity - 3 netwirk of independently chartered noferofits that provides
| professianal programs of emotional support, education and hope for]
cancer 50 that na ane Faces cancer done,

38 J/ RADCEMELD MAGAZING \cxuvmber  JAcenber 21

people Impacted hy

RS which led to prodiuct design and en-
dorsements, online programming, snd of
course, thise best-selling how-to books.

“1 spent the summer writing my mext
book, A Happy liome CGuide,” Brown
says, a8 she samples the soup wich sarisfac-
tiom. "I decided ta share what ve leamed
over the past twenty years sbout nding
tesppiness through: cooking, nesting, and
gardening. You know, I've found that ss
I pet okder and Tam swannped with Eumily
and wotk respoasibilitics, what really be-
comes anportamt is happiness. 1 just wane
e be happy. And, | want my family axd
friends 1o be hugpy, wo.” B

TRY.THIS AT HOME

Golden Glaze
Rock Arrangement

MATERIALS

34 separate platters

Hay

Rocks no bigger then a cantaloupe
Spray paint

Scasonal flowers

Pina cones

Wheaat grass

Plastic sheet

¥ Brush rocks with a stiff brush, getting
off any locse dirt or residue to ensure
painl wil adbere

¥ Lay down plastic sheet, place nawell
vantilated area

¥ Spray rocks, letdry

} Lay down a base of hay In each tray

3 Placa rocks mndgomly in trays

? Fillin with pine cones, wheat grass, and
flowers or a pop of color

For mformaton on ollsr Teador et dicor
in this 3rticka, 9o to townvibe.com




